For immediate release

Young writer rises to the top in 2011 CFWF International Bursary competition

New member, Megan Oleksyn, rose to the top in a close competition for the 2011 Canadian Farm Writer Federation International Bursary. She will receive up to $2500 from bursary sponsor, Monsanto Canada, toward the costs of travel and registration for the International Federation of Agriculture Jounalists Congress in Guelph, Ontario in September.
Megan is a member of the Alberta Farm Writers’ Association. Her work appears in Grainews, the Western Producer, Alberta Beef, Alberta Farmer, realagriculture.com, the Alberta Farm and Ranch Directory, Beef Business magazine, and other publications and websites under her own by-line and for clients. 

Born and raised on a large mixed farm near Prince Albert, SK, Megan has a lifelong passion for agriculture. While attending the College of Agriculture at the University of Saskatchewan, she became interested in agriculture communications. She left Saskatoon for Calgary to pursue a Bachelor of Communications in Public Relations. 

In 2007, Megan started southpaw communications, offering concept-to-completion communications solutions to the agriculture industry. Currently, Megan maintains a day job as the Precision Agriculture Solutions Manager at Andrukow Group Solutions Inc.
"I want to express my appreciation to the CFWF for allowing me this opportunity to travel to a hub of Canadian agriculture to help my fellow agricultural communicators represent Canada and our diverse agricultural industry,” says Megan. 

While Megan is a new addition to the CFWF fold, she has been active in other organizations including the Canadian Young Farmers Forum, the Future Ag Business Builders, 4-H Canada, the international youth beef policy and trade delegation, and other volunteer organizations, advocating for more youth involvement in agriculture.

“I look forward to showing the world how positive and optimistic the agriculture industry in Canada is and to prove to our youth that agriculture is an excellent industry to be involved in, regardless of your chosen career path," she adds.

Megan plans to share her experience at the congress with CFWF members as well as media outlets, agricultural youth organizations, volunteer organizations, and sponsors, through articles, presentations, and at the event, through social media and her blog.
The CFWF bursary is funded through the generosity of Monsanto, Canada. Applicants complete a written application and are evaluated by two CFWF past-presidents and a member at large. One of the major goals is to encourage international exposure for Canadian agriculture journalists and communicators.
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