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Be a show off!

It’s time to round up your best work and enter it in the 
2010 Canadian Farm Writers’ and Broadcasters’ Awards Competition.

This annual competition represents a unique opportunity to have your work reviewed and showcased as the best Canadian-produced agricultural communications of the year. 

Get your best stuff together and enter in one of the 14 categories.  The more entries and participation, the better the competition!

How to enter

Follow these steps for each entry. 

Note: all entries must be postmarked by June 28, 2010 to be eligible. Late entries will not be accepted.

1. Read the rules, and guidelines carefully, especially the category descriptions and blind judging procedure. 

2. Choose the appropriate category for your entry (only one entry per category).
3. Complete one ENTRY FORM for each entry. 

4. Black out ALL references to your name and publication to facilitate blind judging for the following categories: News Release, Technical Feature, Press Column, Press Editorial, Press Feature, Monthly Press Reporting, Weekly Press Reporting, Daily Press Reporting. 
5. Entry Fees
CFWF member (Dues paid)
$20 per entry

Non-members


$30 per entry

Third party
$20 per entry (entries must be paid and signed by the CFWF member submitting them on behalf of the non-member)

6. Mail entry with entry fee by June 28, 2010 to:

2010 CFWF Awards

Attn: Christina Franc
PO Box 250

3202 Tullochgorum rd.

Ormstown, Quebec  J0S 1K0

1-877-782-6456 Ext. 706
office@cfwf.ca

Guidelines and rules 

The Canadian Farm Writers’ and Broadcasters’ Awards Competition honors excellence in agricultural journalism, broadcasting, communications and photography. Please read the entry guidelines, rules and description carefully. Incomplete entries and entries submitted in the wrong category will not be accepted.  If in doubt, please contact the Awards Program Administrator.
The rules 
1. This competition is open to any English-language written, audio or television story, as well as photography that is editorially generated and websites that are published or broadcast in Canada on an agricultural topic or issue between: June 1, 2009 to May 31, 2010. 
2. “Agriculture” refers to the production, processing and marketing of food and fiber in Canada. Eligible entries must cover some aspect of primary production of food, fiber and/or bio-products and/or agricultural business and/or public and private institutions that serve farmers. “Agriculture” DOES NOT include home gardening. Other entry restrictions may apply in individual category descriptions. 
3. Submitting Entries - Provide ONE entry form and THREE copies of each entry - attaching the entry form to the front of the three entry copies.

4. Electronic entries – written entries published only in electronic format are acceptable unless otherwise specified by the term “print”; to be eligible, text entries in an electronic format must have proof of publication that conforms to the criteria for the category, that is to say the electronic format must be published in Canada on a regular frequency and for an intended audience.
5. Employees – entries by government employees of material published in government publications or released to other media and/or entries written by employees of advertising and public relations agencies on behalf of clients doing business with farmers in Canada, are eligible where applicable.

6. Excerpts, condensations or serializations from books are inadmissible.

7. Series of articles or broadcasts may not be entered, although a single item from the series may be entered, and (in some categories) a single print entry may include a main story and several short support stories or sidebars published in the same issue.

8. Only one entry is permitted per person per category. 
9. Entries written or produced by a team of no more than three people may be submitted.

10. Entry in one category as part of a team precludes an additional entry in that category by an individual member of the team. 

11. All prizes will be awarded to individuals rather than to companies or government departments.

12. Blind judging will be done in applicable categories (see list on page 2) and entries will be judged without writer/publication identification. Please ensure all author and publication mentions are blacked out (labeled over, stroked out with dark marker, etc.) before submitting your entry.

Judging
Written and broadcast entries are judged for style, content, objectivity, balance and originality – unless otherwise stated in category descriptions.  
News releases are judged for style, content and originality. 
Photography entries are judged for technical clarity, creativity/originality and audience interest/impact. 
The head judge will make the final decision on the eligibility of entries. Ineligible entries will be returned with entry fees.  All entries submitted by CFWF members will be returned after the competition with a brief written critique from category judges. Entries from non-members or third party will not be returned or critiqued, unless the entry wins an award. 

Awards 

Thanks to the generous support of contributors and sponsors, the three top winners in each category receive a framed certificate and cash award – 1st (Gold) $300, 2nd (Silver) $200, 3rd (Bronze) $100. Winners will be announced at the CFWF Awards Banquet on Saturday, October 1st in Moose Jaw, SK. CFWF reserves the right to use the entries of the winners in the awards presentation program and for exhibit or display, but not for sale or profit. 

If you have questions about categories, 

contact the awards administrator Christina Franc
office@cfwf.ca or 1-877-782-6456 Extension 706
Award Categories

1.  Electronic Media – Video ( The Jack McPherson Award

To be awarded to the best video news story or feature broadcast by a Canadian medium less than 15 minutes in length on an agricultural topic. Format may include television broadcasts, webcasts, podcasts, short films and other analog or digital formats accessible to a public audience. Copies of video entries must be provided on VHS video cassettes or CD/DVD.
2. Electronic Media - Audio ( The Tom Leach Award

To be awarded to the best audio news story or feature broadcast by a Canadian medium of less than fifteen minutes in length on an agricultural topic. Format may include radio broadcasts, webcasts, podcasts or other analog or digital formats accessible to a public audience. Copies of audio entries must be provided on audio cassettes or CD.

3. News Release ( The Alice Switzer Award

To be awarded to the best news release published by a Canadian organization, institution or company intended to provide information to a targeted audience about an agricultural topic. 

4. General Periodical ( The Felix Schmaltz Award

To be awarded to the best periodical intended to provide information to an intended audience about an agricultural topic. A periodical is any print publication, or section thereof, not specifically covered by one of the other award categories, including (but not restricted to) newsletters, journals, research magazines, booklets, reports, etc. and which DOES NOT contain paid advertising from an external source.

5. Technical Feature ( The Peter Lewington Award

To be awarded to the best feature article published by a Canadian medium that provides advisory information on practical farm management techniques leading the intended audience to consider whether to adopt ideas and techniques that are new to their farms and should include “how-to” information as well as the benefits and limitations that can be achieved. A technical feature will be judged on whether it meets its specific audience's needs and will include a farmer on the judging panel.

6. Press Column ( The Frank Jacobs Award

To be awarded to the best single column published by a Canadian medium for an intended audience on an agricultural topic. A press column should be a regular, standing column that includes personal observation, feelings and other techniques written with originality and fresh insight, appearing on the editorial pages or elsewhere. 
7. Press Editorial ( The O.R. Evans Award

To be awarded to the best single editorial published by a Canadian medium for an intended audience on an agricultural topic that appears on an editorial page or section. Editorials should tackle issues and take a position, presenting strong arguments using fact and logic, leading to clear conclusion to influence the reader.

8. Press Feature ( The Dick Beamish Award

To be awarded to the best agricultural feature article published by a Canadian medium for an intended audience regardless of publication frequency. A feature should have strong imagery and quotations, solid research, originality and creativity.  The feature should help the reader understand issues, places or people more thoroughly. 
9. Monthly Press Reporting ( The Jack Cram Award
To be awarded to the best single news story on an agricultural topic published for an intended audience by a Canadian medium on a monthly basis. The story should be of a hard-news nature and present an issue or news event clearly with strong quotes, facts, balance, background and ramifications of a development. Originality and style are important elements in this category. 
10. Weekly Press Reporting ( The Q.H. Martinson Award

To be awarded to the best single news story on an agricultural topic published for an intended audience by a Canadian medium on a weekly basis. The story should be of a hard-news nature and present an issue or news event clearly with strong quotes, facts, balance, background and ramifications of a development. Originality and style are important elements in this category. 
11. Daily Press Reporting ( The C.B. Fairbairn Award

To be awarded to the best single news story on an agricultural topic published for an intended audience by a Canadian medium on a daily basis. The story should be of a hard-news nature and present an issue or news event clearly with strong quotes, facts, balance, background and ramifications of a development. Originality and style are important elements in this category. 
12. World Wide Web Site ( The Henry Heald Award

To be awarded to the Canadian best web site with the majority of its content devoted to regularly updated agricultural news. Special attention will be paid to how the web’s unique interactive properties are used to enhance the site’s style, content, and originality. Written content as well as visuals will be judged. Web site entries must include the site’s URL address on the entry form – no web printout pages required.

13. Feature Photograph

To be awarded to the best single photograph published by a Canadian medium that accompanies written copy on an agricultural topic to improve the editorial story telling capacity of the medium. The feature photograph should be a portrait image, in either black and white or color, that implies a relationship, even if momentary, between the subject matter and the writer, and relies on composition and the fullest use of the medium in order to enhance and convey the written message. Photography entries must be provided as 8” x 10” print copies. All photo entries must also include a photocopy or original tear sheet or web page printout for verification purposes. Feature photograph entries must be accompanied by three copies of the article they appeared with.
14. News Photograph
To be awarded to the best single photograph published by a Canadian medium that portrays found situations or news coverage on an agricultural topic that conveys elements of human interest and provides an interesting perspective of commonplace subjects. Photography entries must be provided as 8” x 10” print copies. All photo entries must also include a photocopy or original tear sheet or web page printout for verification purposes. 
Entry Form 

Please complete the following information. Include one entry form and three copies of the entry for each category. Entries must be postmarked no later than June 28, 2010.
Name of Entrant _______________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________


 _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone
______________________
E-mail  _____________________________________________

Signature of Entrant  ___________________________________________________________________


Title of Entry __________________________________________________________________________

Category Number and Name ______________________________________________________________

Date of Publication/Release/Broadcast ______________________________________________________

Name of Publication/Broadcast ____________________________________________________________

Web Site Address _______________________________________________________________________

(Web site URL for category 12 only)

If this is a third-party entry, include CFWF member’s name, address and signature on next line.

____________________________________________________

CFWF Member


Name/Address/Signature

Entry Fees

__  CFWF MEMBER

$20 per entry


__  THIRD PARTY   

$20 per entry

 
__ NON-MEMBER

$30 per entry


Cheque or money order included   □   Please make cheques payable to Canadian Farm Writers Federation
I would like to pay by PayPal   □   Please include e-mail address above

2010 CFWF Awards

Attn: Christina Franc
PO Box 250

3202 Tullochgorum rd.

Ormstown, Quebec  J0S 1K0

1-877-782-6456 Ext. 706
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