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Bigger is better at the 2010 CFWF Conference 
By Christina Franc 

B 
ig land. Big sky. Big 

business. 

I arrived late 

Wednesday night at 

the Regina airport, so as I 

hopped into Roaming Buffaloôs 

van to Moose Jaw, I could only 

trust the driver when he said 

that I was currently surrounded 

by big land and big sky. 

The driver and a kind lady 

sharing the ride gave me my 

first tour of Saskatchewan.  As 

they pointed out combines and 

landmarks like the potash fac-

tory in the darkness of the 

night, I could only have blind 

faith that they were speaking 

the truth. 

On Friday, as we ventured 

out for the east tour in the day-

light, I saw they were right. Big 

land: check. Big sky: check. 

Next, big business. 

First stop was at Alliance 

Grain Traders, where we had 

the honour of speaking with 

president and CEO Murad Al-

Katib, who, although he spends 

most of the year travelling the 

world, was luckily in town on 

this very day. 

Al -Katib spoke about how 

his company grew from a one-

computer-in-the-basement 

business to the largest lentil 

and pea-splitting company in 

the world. He said he sat at the 

dinner tables of various farmers 

and asked them what the indus-

try needed. He came up with 

three elements and made that 

his mission statement: 

"To provide a clean and 

quality product with reliable 

and timely shipments, competi-

tive pricing and flexible deliv-

ery arrangements for bulk, 

bagged and packed pulses and 

foodstuffs. Our commitment to 

supply guaranteed quality to 

our clients is ensured through 

comprehensive production, 

execution and quality control." 

Big business: check. 

Next, we hopped back on 

the bus to visit the Lajord Hut-

terite Colony. It was interesting 

to learn how different each col-

ony is, with each council, some 

decide to have certain modern-

izing features such as cell 

phones and others donôt. Our 

tour guide, a young woman, 

was candid and frank in her 

responses, even when we pried 

about her boyfriend, and even 

her age! It was particularly 

funny that they promised us 

ñhomemade KFCò (which was 

(Continued on page 2) 

Where tradition meets technol-

ogyða member of the Lajord Hut-

terite colony explains the feed mix-

ing computer system 

CFWF needs your help: 

We are looking to name the General Periodical Award after a CFWF 

member. Do you know a member who deserves recognition for their 

accomplishments in agricultural journalism? 

Please send suggestions and a brief biography to office@cfwf.ca  
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absolutely delicious) but when we toured the facili-

ties, there were empty KFC buckets sitting in the 

offices. 

The last stop was the Heartland Auction Market, 

the oldest continuously operating auction market in 

Canada. The presentation showed pictures of the 

auction market decades ago, and not much has 

changed.  We were able to learn about the history 

of the market and how the auction market works. 

As the functions were described, you could just 

imagine the lively chaos of the auction on a busy 

day. 

The Saturday speakers at the conference proved 

once again that Saskatchewan really was all about 

big business. The average farm in Saskatchewan is 

1,449 acres, compared to a national average of 728 

acres. 

Cherilyn Nagel farms 12,000 acres with her hus-

band as part of a virtually integrated system with 

Wigmore Farms. She spoke about their decision to 

partner with Wigmore Farms and how it has been 

working for them so far. She said she and her hus-

band are extremely happy and this decision was not 

an ñunder pressureò decision, but rather a business 

(Continued from page 1) 

By Henry Heald 

Bigger is better contôd 

The speech I never gave 

A 
s the oldest and 

longest-serving 

member of CFWF 

at the 2010 conven-

tion in Moose Jaw (my birth-

place, by the way) I thought I 

might be asked to say a few 

words. I wasnôt and that is fine 

with me. There was a full and 

interesting program and my 

participation was unnecessary. 

I wasnôt anxious to speak, but I 

was prepared. If I had be asked 

my talk would have gone like 

this: 

One picks up a lot of knowl-

edge as the years go by. So at 

81 I should be a lot wiser and 

better informed than I was at 21 

ï except that I have forgotten 

most of it. There is, however, 

one conviction that came to me 

early in life and has stayed with 

me ever since. We can never 

build a sane, safe, sustainable 

global society as long as greed 

and blame are the key motiva-

tors in our lives. 

I became a journalist because 

I am convinced that the media 

has a key role to play ï perhaps 

the most essential role ï in 

changing society. It was a 

happy accident that I became 

(Continued on page 4) 

ñWe can never 

build a sane, safe, 

sustainable global 

society as long as 

greed and blame are 

the key motivators in 

our livesò 

opportunity. 

She asked CFWF members for their assistance, 

too. 

ñWe need your help to change the pitchfork 

farmer image to one with a laptop or blackberry.ò 

She said agriculture is new and organized but 

when the media portray farmers as traditional, it 

doesnôt help break the stereotypes. 

Art Pruim then shared how he accomplished 

his 25 year plan in just eight years. His dairy farm 

has gone from 100 head to 850 head. 

He said a lot of people are deterred by óbigô 

farming, but there are a lot of advantages: you can 

consistently provide a large quantity, you can run 

a business, maintain cash flow, hire specialized 

employees, afford the latest technologies and ulti-

mately, feed the world. 

There were other excellent speakers who dis-

cussed the role of multimedia, the big picture in 

Saskatchewan agriculture and big ethical ques-

tions. 

Thanks to the organizers at the Moose Jaw con-

ference, it was a BIG success! 
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The word on parrots 
By Lee Hart 

U 
sually in the ag industry if someone wants 

to show you their livestock, they also hope 

youôll buy or get involved in the breed. 

Thatôs not the case with long-time Alberta 

Farm Writer Association (AFWA) member Gloria Fantin 

of Calgary, who has a very clear message to any visitors 

to her livestock operation ñdonôt buy parrots as pets.ò 

Fantin, who has long been involved in the advertising 

and communications side of 

the Canadian agriculture in-

dustry, working with Lee 

Hart, another long time 

AFWA member, recently 

hosted a small group of visi-

tors at her home, where she 

explained the hard facts of the 

parrot world. 

Fantin, bought her first parrot, 

Gus a female Senegal, about 

10 years ago, but quickly dis-

covered, as cute as they are, 

they are also a lot of work. 

And she also learned, as ex-

pensive as they are, these in-

telligent birds far too often 

fall victim to abuse and ne-

glect, by owners who donôt 

understand whatôs involved 

or simply get tired and frus-

trated of the ownership respon-

sibilities that come with owning an often-noisy bird that 

can live 30 to 50 years. 

Fantin has dedicated a good part of her time and money 

in recent years to help rescue and where possible re-home 

birds that are unwanted or living in poor conditions. She 

is very involved in supporting the World Parrot Refuge 

on Vancouver Island http://worldparrotrefuge.org where 

hundreds of rescued and surrendered birds are cared for 

by a not-for-profit agency. 

Fantin still has her first parrot, along with about a 

dozen other rescued birds making for a noisy household 

and a full time clean up job. She also provides bird-sitting 

services for parrot owners while they area away from 

home. 

Gloria Fantin, right, explains the trials of owning parrots as pets to some visi-

tors, while Emeril, a male Eclectus dimorphic, listens.  

http://worldparrotrefuge.org/
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an agricultural journalist. And Iôve enjoyed every 

day of the 40 or so years since The Canadian Press 

bureau chief pointed to me and said: ñHeald, 

youôre agriculture.ò But it did not change my ba-

sic conviction about the world-changing role of 

the media. 

And now that I no longer have the energy to 

function as a farm writer, I still have the passion 

to fight for the media to be the setter of values to 

bring about a new order in society. The churches 

are too divided to do it. The politicians are too 

preoccupied with their careers to do it. The multi-

national industrial complex doesnôt seem inter-

ested and we have just seen the colossal failure of 

the worldôs financial system to stabilize society. 

The media is our only hope. 

Basically what it boils down to is that we live on 

a small, finite planet. We canôt change the motiva-

tion of the animals that operate by instinct, but we 

can change the motivation of humans. To bring 

about a sustainable global society we must change 

our motivators from blame and greed to forgive-

ness and compassion. Unconditional love, com-

plete forgiveness and total responsibility are the 

essential elements for a compassionate society. 

How good a farm writer you are depends on 

what you know about agriculture. How good a 

journalist you are depends on what you know 

about life. 

A new book has just been published about me-

dia values. It is a tribute to the life of William E. 

Porter, who came out of a comfortable retirement 

and spent the last 20 years of his life dedicated to 

challenging communicators of all types to live the 

values the world needs to survive. 

The book brings together the best thinking of a 

wide range of international journalists who bought 

into Bill Porterôs vision and challenge. 

Writing interesting and informative articles 

about the agriculture industry may be our role, but 

giving people the tools to make informed deci-

sions about life should be the vocation of every 

journalist. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Speech contôd 

ñHow good a 

farm writer you 

are depends on 

what you know 

about agricul-

ture. How good 

a journalist you 

are depends on 

what you know 

about life.ò 
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O 
ct 21, a select group of 10 BC farmwrit-

ers gathered at the new Bakerview Eco-

Dairy in Abbotsford, to hold their long-

delayed summer meeting and tour the 

demonstration dairy with owner Bill Vanderkooi. 

A few years ago Bill and his three brothers de-

cided to split up their 850-cow dairy operation 

spread over three farms. Bill ended up with 80 

acres next to the family homestead and, most im-

portantly, on a short secondary highway connecting 

the city of Abbotsford and the freeway with the 

popular Sumas border crossing. 

Given the location and drawing on his entrepre-

neurial spirit, background in animal nutrition, a 

keen interest in promoting healthy, local foods and 

an unbridled passion for agriculture, he created the 

Nutriva Group, a group of companies centred 

around the EcoDairy, the only demonstration dairy 

farm of its kind in Canada. 

The EcoDairy includes a working 40-50 cow 

dairy operation, a demonstration centre and the Nu-

trifoods Market, an up-scale on-farm market which 

sells organic and conventional foods, primarily lo-

cally produced and primarily health-oriented. 

ñWe are still trying to position the market,ò 

Vanderkooi says. 

Although Vanderkooi owns the land, cows and 

quota, the EcoDairy presentation centre is owned 

and operated by the Dairy Innovation Association, 

a non-profit society with 10 agri-business mem-

bers,.  

ñWe raised over 400,000 dollars,ò Vanderkooi 

told our group, noting each member paid between 

20 and 80 thousand dollars to participate. Not sur-

prisingly, the barn prominently features such 

member products as a DeLaval robotic milker, 

Comfort Zone stalls and the SunNorth natural 

ventilation system. Run by a combination of paid 

staff and local volunteers, ongoing operations are 

funded from tour fees. 

ñAgri-tourism is not a money maker,ò Vander-

kooi explains. ñI just want to recoup my invest-

ment.ò 

The group had hoped to see one of the Eco-

Dairyôs key features: a small-scale anaerobic di-

gester, but its installation had been delayed and it 

is not expected to begin operating until December, 

so we had to settle for a wall mural and a verbal 

description. Designed in Vermont, the digester is a 

(Continued on page 6) 

Bakerview EcoDairy 
By David Schmidt, BCFWA 

BC farm writers held their fall tour and meeting at Bakerview EcoDairy Oct 

21st. Attending were (rear, l-r) Sarah Godin, Cheryl Davie, Chris Maarhuis, 

Tony Greaves, Connie Duivenvoorden, Michelle Mosey, David Schmidt, 

Grant Ullyot (front, l-r) Tamara Leigh, Ronda Payne and Bakerview owner 

Bill Vanderkooi. 
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modular system designed to 

break-even on a 150-200 cow 

dairy. It will utilize manure 

from the farm to create meth-

ane gas which in turn will run a 

electricity generator. While 

most digesters should be able 

to fully power the farm they are 

used on, the small size of Van-

derkooiôs herd and the market 

and demonstration centreôs ex-

tra power requirements mean it 

will only produce a third of 

what Bakerview uses. 

The solids are sterilized as 

they advance through the di-

gester (about 21 days), produc-

ing an end product which can 

be used on-farm as bedding or 

sold as compost. Liquids from 

the system are sent through a 

trickle filter which converts the 

ammonia into an odorless ni-

trate and removes ñ70 percentò 

(Continued from page 5) 

Bakerview contôd 

of the phosphorus, creating a 

more valuable fertilizer. 

Vanderkooi admitted the 

market was almost an after-

thought, initially suggested by 

City of Abbotsford staff who 

have been extremely supportive 

of the entire project. 

ñWe were going over our 

proposal with the City and they 

asked us why we werenôt in-

cluding a market,ò he says, 

adding Abbotsford has been 

extremely supportive, helping 

both with approvals for and 

promotion of the EcoDairy. 

 While the Market has been 

an instant success and the pres-

entation centre has had thou-

sands of visitors in just its first 

year, the same can not yet be 

said for another of Vander-

kooiôs brainwaves: Vitala milk 

and yogurt. By feeding his 

cows a diet enriched with 

whole flax seed and tuna oil, 

Vanderkooi is able to get 

higher levels of DHA Omega-3 

and CLA (conjugated linoleic 

acid), creating a branded 

ñVitalaò milk aimed at health-

conscious consumers. The diet 

also has the side benefit of pro-

ducing ñshiny cows,ò a definite 

plus when showing them to an 

uneducated public. 

Following the tour, the 

group munched on sandwiches 

and Starbucks coffee from the 

market, then spent several 

hours planning our BC circle 

pretour for the IFAJ convention 

(Sep 9-11, 2011). Plan to join 

usï we may even take you to 

the EcoDairy so you can see 

this fascinating operation for 

yourself.  

Bill Vanderkooi describes the anaerobic digester being installed at Baker-

view EcoDairy. 
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T 
he Manitoba Farm Writers and Broadcast-

ers Association kicked off their fall season 

with a lunchtime event at the Norwood 

Hotel in Winnipeg in early October. 

Guest speaker Adam Reid, marketing manager 

of Buhler Industries, explained how the 1994 deci-

sion by the Environmental Protection Agency in the 

U.S. to reduce emissions by ñoff highwayò vehicles 

will affect the price and maintenance regimes of 

tractors and other engine 

driven farm equipment 

in Canada.   

The new Tier 4 In-

terim standards will go 

into effect January 2011 

in the United States. The 

new standards for agri-

cultural diesel engines 

will require a 90 percent 

reduction in particulate 

matter and a 50 percent 

drop in nitrous oxide 

compared to Tier 3 regu-

lations. 

Reid told the 20 members in attendance that Ca-

nadian farm implement manufacturers were still 

waiting to find out if the Canadian government 

was going to adopt the U.S. rules or design their 

own.  

ñItôs a unique challenge,ò Reid said. ñCanada 

has no rule, so any change could cripple equip-

ment manufacturing,ò he added. 

Public relations and technical staff were also 

on hand to provide MFWBA members with de-

tails of how the emissions rules affect the per-

formance of the 

new line of vehicles 

and the technical 

challenges farmers 

will face. 

Reid also provided 

the audience with a 

broad picture of the 

challenges the com-

pany will continue 

to face supplying 

tractors to global 

customers who do 

not have access to 

the types of fuels 

required to run the new equipment, while produc-

ing tractors to meet North American standards. 

By Crystal Jorgenson, MFWBA President 

New U.S. emission ambitions influences Canada 

Farmers important, almost everyone agrees 
By Owen Roberts 

Original: Guelph Mercury Nov. 1, 2010 

O 
ntario farmers have 

scored what might 

be one of their big-

gest public relations 

victories ever, yet itôs mostly 

gone unrecognized, even by 

them. 

 During Agriculture Week 

ð the first week in October ð 

the Guelph-based Farmers Feed 

Cities agriculture awareness 

campaign surveyed more than 

800 Ontarians about their feel-

ings towards farmers and farm-

ing. 

And hereôs the coup: 99 per 

cent agreed farming is impor-

tant to Ontarioôs wellbeing. 

That figure is what journal-

ists tell their editors  is ñstet.ò 

That means itôs not a typo-

graphical error, even though 

the editor is immediately in-

clined to think otherwise. You 

know those moments ð you 

blink twice, rub your eyes and 

something unbelievable is still 

there, still dazzling, still buck-

ing conventional wisdom. 

But sometimes the unbe-

lievable happens. And in farm-

ing, it did, with this survey. 

Even with what Iôd gener-

ously call limited math skills, I 

know itôs hard to get closer to 

total acceptance than a 99 per 

cent vote of confidence. Ask 

800 people anything, youôd be 

hard pressed to find a topic 

they agree on. Yet, when it 

comes to farming, for some 

reason they basically all believe 

itôs important to Ontarioôs well-

being. Thatôs unbelievable. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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And thatôs why I think Ontario farmers should be holding a ticker-

tape parade, the kind reserved for a heroesô welcome. They deserve to 

celebrate, because in agricultural circles, it is the end of a war, in a 

sense ï a public relations war that hasnôt always seen them hold such 

a lofty standing. 

For decades, farmers fought for recognition and respect, through 

everything from farm lobby groups to farm protests. Theyôve had to 

pick their fights and issues wisely, because thereôs not really many of 

them around anymore ð about 82,000 farm operators in Ontario ð 

and theyôre easily outnumbered. 

For so long, farmers were behind the eight ball on every break. 

When biotechnology came to Ontario, they were blamed for using it. 

When the environment became trendy, they were easy targets, be-

cause unlike northern forests or rainforests, farms are accessible and 

visible. When they drove machinery down the road and created traffic 

slowdowns around sprawling towns and cities, they were vilified. 

But now, what they do is considered vital to Ontarioôs well being. 

The marvel of many surveys, though, is that the overall number of 

people responding seem to contradict themselves. For example, in the 

Farmers Feed Cities campaign, half of the same respondents who said 

farming is essential also said they know little or nothing about agri-

culture. 

That means they think something they donôt know anything about 

it essential. 

Is that odd? Well, maybe not. If the same question was asked 

about cars, it might yield similar results. These days, no one knows 

how they work. They just do, as long as you keep pumping money 

into them. But many Canadians think theyôre essential, although Iôm 

sure in a poll about cars would be considered less essential than farm-

ing. 

The Farmers Feed Cities campaigners worry that too few people 

understand agriculture. They think more education is needed, which is 

admirable, and always a good idea. In fact, the organization is deter-

mined to inform Ontarians how and why farmers are vital. 

Thatôs fine. But I say celebrate your victories. 

And in this case, farmers, youôve earned one. 

People will get educated when theyôre ready, when they figure 

they need to know more. But you canôt teach them warm, fuzzy feel-

ings. And when it comes to farming, thatôs what theyôve got. 

So, strike up the band. And please, make it a country song. 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

ñIn the Farmers 

Feed Cities cam-

paign, half of the 

same respondents 

who said farming 

is essential also 

said they know lit-

tle or nothing 

about agricul-

ture.ò 

Farmers contôd 
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News from the Secretariat 
By Hugh Maynard and Christina Franc 

Constitution 

CFWF has finally grown 

up and become an officially 

incorporated organization with 

Industry Canada, despite their 

best efforts to deter us. The 

revised application was sent 

back with a second request for 

several (mostly technical) 

changes to the by-laws. 

The changes were: 

The office of director and 

how the position would be 

vacated 

Who is to keep custody of 

the corporate seal (the secre-

tary-treasurer) 

The role of the auditor: ñThe 

auditor shall hold office until 

the next annual meeting pro-

vided that the directors may 

fill any casual vacancyéthe 

auditor may not be a director, 

officer or employee of the 

Corporation without consent 

of all members.ò 

Special general meetings are 

allowed via teleconference or 

electronic means, provided 

the procedure for regular 

meetings is followed 

Board meetings are allowed 

via teleconference or other 

electronic means, provided 

the procedure for regular 

meetings is followed. 

These changes were all ap-

proved by the CFWF member-

ship at the 2010 AGM in 

Moose Jaw, SK.  A copy of the 

constitution was distributed to 

all members, but if you would 

like another copy sent to you, 

please email office@cfwf.ca 

 

Administration  

The 2009-2010 year was 

pretty much steady from an 

administrative perspective ï a 

little bit of paperwork here, a 

little there, a few cheques to 

write and so on. CFWFôs ad-

ministrative coordinator, Chris-

tina Franc, CFWFôs first sum-

mer student employed through 

a Young Canada Works grant, 

returned again to coordinate the 

awards program and member-

ship activities. A journalism 

student at Carleton University, 

she also supports Connie 

Duivenvoorden, editor of the 

Farm Journalist, in the publica-

tion of the newsletter. Many 

thanks to both of them for all 

the work they did in the past 

year ensuring we had well 

functioning organization and a 

quality newsletter. The CFWF 

Board met once in person at the 

2009 annual meeting and three 

times by conference call ï a 

good time was had by all. 

 

Membership 

Membership numbers 

stayed steady for 2009 at just 

above 350 which was good 

considering the increase in the 

membership fee and the eco-

nomic situation. 

 

Finances 

The bank balance remained 

healthy due to the generous 

contribution of sponsors to the 

2009 conference in Alberta, 

and the support for Secretariat 

activities through the YCW 

summer student grant. Revenue 

in 2009 was $44,440, expenses 

$33,666, and the year-end ac-

cumulated surplus stands at 

$27,234. This has allowed con-

tinued contributions towards 

the organization of the IFAJ 

Congress in 2011 through the 

provision of support for an offi-

cial delegate to the IFAJ meet-

ings and an advance in funds to 

the organizing committee as 

well as other expense.  

The CFWF accounting sys-

tem was fully converted from 

csh to accrual basis (from 

Quicken to QuickBooks). 

While this change supports bet-

ter administration practices that 

are required as CFWF has be-

come formalized through incor-

poration and Secretariat re-

sponsibilities expand, the con-

version requires a re-stating of 

(Continued on page 10) 

CFWF Board of Directors 

2010-2011 

 

President 

Myrna Stark-Leader, SK 

Vice-president 

Tamara Leigh, BC 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Hugh Maynard, 

Eastern member-at-large 

 

Directors 

Allison Finnamore, AC 

Kelly Daynard, EC 

Clare Illingworth, EC 

John Morriss, MB 

Annemarie Pedersen, AB 

Alexis Kienlen, AB 

Lisa Guenther, 

Western member-at-large 

 

Connie Duivenvoorden,  

FJ editor 

Christina Franc, Coordinator 

 

A special thanks to outgoing 

directors John Greig, Lilian 

Schaer and Glenn Cheater 

mailto:office@cfwf.ca
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Don Baron, of Regina, 

passed away peacefully on 

November 13, 2010 in Re-

gina, Sask.  

Don grew up in Ottawa but 

spent all his spare time on his 

Uncle Harold Hammondôs 

farm in Quyon, Que. He 

graduated from Ontario Agri-

cultural College, Guelph in 

1949 and then joined the edi-

torial staff of Farmerôs 

Magazine, out of Toronto. 

He moved to Winnipeg when 

he was named assistant edi-

tor, Country Guide. He was 

named Country Guide field 

editor in 1954 and moved to 

Calgary, reporting on west-

ern Canada. He was moved 

to Toronto as Eastern Field 

Editor and traveled to On-

tario, Quebec and the Mari-

Well-known grain market 

analyst and broadcaster Don 

Bousquet passed away Nov. 

3 in Winnipeg after a battle 

with cancer. 

Bousquet, who would have 

been 63 next month, was best 

known as the voice of Farm 

Market News, a twice-daily 

grain market report which 

has been broadcast on radio 

stations across Western Can-

ada for the past 36 years. 

Since the 1980s, Bousquet 

had also written the weekly 

"It's your business" column 

for the Manitoba Co-

operator, and more recently 

for Alberta Farmer Express. 

He was also a frequent 

speaker at grain marketing 

meetings across Western 

Canada. 

times reporting agricultural 

events and developments. He 

was named Editor in 1962 

and returned to Winnipeg. 

He was named Head, Agri-

culture and Resources TV, 

for CBC in 1975 working out 

of Toronto. He was named 

Executive Director of the 

groundbreaking Palliser 

Wheat Growersô Association, 

in 1979 working out of Re-

gina. From 1983 to 1990 he 

served as speechwriter for 

Premier Grant Devine in Sas-

katchewan and as Chief of 

Staff for Hon. Joan Duncan. 

Don was elected President of 

the Agricultural Institute of 

Canada in 1974, and Presi-

dent, CFWF. He served as 

president of the OFWA, 

MFWBA, and CFWA. 

Secretariat contôd 
2010 Awards error 

It is with deep regret that an error in the 2010 

CFWF awards listings was brought to our attention 

after the announcement at the awards banquet in 

Moose Jaw, SK. Due to a transcription error, there 

was a mix up in the awards placement for the Gen-

eral Periodical category which has subsequently 

been corrected in the press release and all other 

documentation related to the awards announce-

ment. Congratulations to Wayne Riley of Agricul-

ture & Agri-Food Canada who is the winner of the 

gold award in the General Periodical category and 

we sincerely apologize to everybody concerned.  

 

Other awards news 

The CFWF board named the feature photo-

graph award after long-time member and one of the 

initial founders of CFWF, Don Baron. Unfortu-

nately, Don passed away this fall, but he was told 

about the award and was delighted to be honoured 

by CFWF.  His obituary can be found below. 

the 2008 financial statement in order to establish 

a balance sheet and align the categories for sub-

sequent reports. In the course of this conversion a 

$919 discrepancy was revealed between the ad-

justed statement and previous reports; this re-

quires that the re-statement of the 2008 financial 

statement be approved by the annual meeting. 

 

IFAJ rep  

Janet Kanters has passed the torch of CFWF 

representative at the IFAJ congress to Allison 

Finnamore. THE CFWF board voted on a new 

representative after Janet respectfully stepped 

down. CFWF contributes $1,500 a year for the 

representative to participate in the executive 

meetings of IFAJ, one in January in Berlin during 

Green Week, and one during the IFAJ congress. 

The representative also participates in conference 

calls and email communications and is expected 

to be the liaison with the CFWF board on IFAJ 

matters.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Bousquet's company, Re-

source News International, 

supplied Canadian agricul-

tural news to a variety of Ca-

nadian and international pub-

lications and news services 

since its launch in 1975. 

RNI's staff have established a 

new Winnipeg company, 

Commodity News Service 

Canada. 

Even in recent months fol-

lowing his diagnosis with 

pancreatic cancer, "Don was 

always interested to discuss 

the interests and the welfare 

of the farmer right to the 

end," Jubinville wrote. 

In memoriam 
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There was an impromptu cowboy poetry slam 

session in the hospitality suite Thursday 

night, some of the beautiful prose has been 

included in this edition of the Farm Journal-

ist for your enjoyment. 

Prairie Cowboys 

by the Cowboy Wranglers 

Allison Finnamore, Janet Kanters & 

Karli Flinta-Murphy 

 

Surrounded by Ag Canada Comms 

We set off on the bus 

...Saskatchewan prairie grassland 

So what's the big fuss? 

 

Cowboys in tight Wranglers 

Belt buckles shining bright 

I get white knuckles when the bus 

Sways to the left and to the right. 

 

The bulls are done their breeding 

And the cows are satisfied 

We're told the prairie oysters 

Are delicious breaded and fried. 

 

The grasslands are swaying gently 

The rain has cause much joy (?) 

We wonder if the cowboys 

Would like to be our toy. 

 

Species at risk and waterfowl are thick 

on the Prairies these days 

And yet those tight Wranglers 

Never cease to amaze. 

Top: Lunchtime! Make room for animals, too. 

Middle left: Marty Brett smiles for the camera 

Middle right:ACFWA President Allison Finnamore and Sec-

retary-Treasurer Wayne Riley celebrate the birth of the new 

organization in fine Prairie-style.  

Bottom: Barn dance Friday night 

Courtesy: Janet Kanters and Allison Finnamore 



 12 

 

THE FARM JOURNALIST, DECEMBER 2010     

Cowboy poetry 
By Wendy Holm 

There is a tall cowboy from Ormiston, 

A good dog and horse help him get-'er-done, 

Moving cows thru the grasses 

...Each pothole Scott passes 

Means species at risk thrive beneath-the-sun! 

... 

The plovers and pipits and native hawks, 

The deer and the coyotes and prairie fox 

All owe their existence 

To the rugged persistence 

Of Scott and his cowboys - true Eco-jocks! 

 

On Peanut, trusty Dot at his side, 

The Saskatchewan prairie they ride, 

Seeking out nasty spurge 

Or a calf on the verge 

Of pneumonia, or a gate left open-wide... 

 

So the next time you savour a steak 

Remember - give farmers a break 

They do more than chase cattle 

They are winning the battle 

They preserve habitat for all-our-sake! 

Top: A fading Saskatchewan landmark - the wooden grain elevator. Those that remain are crumbling - although 

the small town that houses these two are determined to preserve them.  

Middle: The pastures of Saskatchewan 

Bottom right: Learning about AAFC's community pasture program  

Bottom left: Clare Stanfield, Robert Irwin, Gina Teel, Allison Finnamore & Janet Kanters make it their mission to 

get to Moose Jaw  

Courtesy: Janet Kanters and Kelly Daynard 


