
The first group of students to
complete the 16-month, five-
course agricultural communica-

tions program at the University of Guelph
graduated in early December. 

The agricultural communications diplo-
ma is offered by distance through the
Ontario Agricultural College and the
O ffice of Open Learning. It’s based on
communication skill development and
application. Students learn news writing,
editorial writing, photography, blogging
and writing for the Web, among other
skills, against a back drop of ethics and
theory. 

The program’s first graduates all reside
in Ontario. They are Jennifer Atkinson of
S c h o m b e rg, Joanne Falk of Rockwood,
Scott Hodgins of Dorchester, Patricia
Grotenhuis of Listowel, Brent Piercey of
Bolton, Melissa Snyder of Elmira and
Terry Stevenson of London. 

The students’ final course was a three-
month virtual internship. Each student
worked with a specific host on an agricul-
tural communications project, interacting
mainly through electronic communica-
tions. Virtual hosts for the first class were
DuPont Canada Agricultural Products,
McCormick Global Communications,
B A S F, Foodlink Waterloo, A l b e r t a
Agriculture and Rural Development,
Ontario Wheat Producers and A G R I S
C o - o p. 

“When the students started as a cohort,
they said how excited they were to be the
first to go through the program,” says
Owen Roberts, the program’s academic
c o o r d i n a t o r. “With their input, we were
able to constantly evaluate and shape the
program. They offered excellent advice

and thanks to them the program is more
focussed than ever on students’ a n d
employers’ needs.” 

The second class started its studies in
S e p t e m b e r. Applications for class three will
open in the late winter. Program information
can be found at www. a g c o m m u n i c ations.ca
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The first graduates from the University of Guelph’s agricultural communications diploma
program were recognized at a ceremony in Guelph in December. The participants were
( f ront ro w, from left) Brent Pierc e y, Te rry Stevenson and Melissa Snyder; (back ro w,
from left) Joanne Falk, Scott Hodgins, academic coordinator Owen Roberts, photogra -
phy instructor Kyle Rodriguez, Jennifer Atkinson and Patricia Grotenhuis. 



Now, live, from farm country
A word from the CFWF president . . . 

By John Greig, ECFWA, CFWF President

So did you ever think, as you set-
tled into a job at one of the fine
weekly or monthly farm publica-

tions we have in this country that you’d be
reporting live?

T h a t ’s what many of us across the
country are adjusting to, finding our way
through what is still essentially a print
medium, but being on call, ready to pro-
duce, right away.

Thankfully, we’re a long way from the
on-demand news which has become nor-
mal in the mainstream media. T h a t ’s mostly
a function of resources, and compared to
l a rge daily news organizations, we farm
publications are poor cousins.

But the farm media market leaders
across the country are experimenting with
live, or as soon-as-it’s - r e a d y, reporting.
That can be in the form of email updates,
or changes to websites.

At Ontario Farmer, where I’m an edi-
t o r, we’re now putting breaking news up
on our website at the time of our regular
updates. Some stories are filed by
reporters in the field, at meetings, conven-
tions and the provincial legislature.
Technology makes it easily possible, with
Blackberries, and notebook computers
able to tap into the many free points of
internet access.

Internet access is limited outside of

cities and towns, but the new USB cell-
based internet connectors solve that prob-
lem in most areas of Ontario.

I use one of the new “netbooks”, a mar-
vellous little machine which is inexpensive
and low-powered, but which is light, fast
and does what I need portably.

The idea of being able to report live, on
the go, getting the most recent news in the
hands of your readers is exciting. It takes
me back to some of the television I did
during university. Live is the essence of
reporting, but it isn’t so much story telling.
A good story takes time to formulate and
to hone.

However, I’ve found the live reporting
excitement short lived. Writing more, even
if it is short, takes away from time to do
more interviews, more writing and photog-
raphy for the articles we are still expected
to produce.

Currently the economics of websites
and email updates don’t do much to
encourage more immediate reporting
resources, so most of the reporting being
done is on top of the workload reporters
are already expected to do. Someone needs
to find an economic model
that works.

Until then we’ll slog on
in our brave new world of
immediate reporting.
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Following are a few among many examples, across the
years, of documented threats and challenges to specific
channels used for agricultural information.

(1906) Is the farm paper a has been? 

(1938) How radio may modify the functions of the newspaper

(1955) Turmoil in magazines
(1963) Schaller heaps doom and gloom on farm publications

(1975) Farm broadcasting in transition
Naturally, these documents are not available online in full text.

However, contact us at docctr@library.uiuc.edu if you wish to see
any of them. All documents you identify in the ACDC database
are available at the Center or elsewhere here in the University of
Illinois Library system. That feature is special to a documentation
center. We adopted it in ACDC, from the start, to add value for
users.

What would today’s headline be? 
Excerpted from “What about the agricultural media?”

in the Jan. 29, 2009 newsletter of the Agricultural Communications Documentation Centre  (ACDC), University of Illinois



E C F WA to explore Social Media tools
The Eastern Canadian Farm Writers’Association (ECFWA) is hosting a professional

development seminar to help you find out about the latest  social media tools. 
The workshop will be held on Wednesday February 11 from 4 to 6 p.m. in the

Flanders Room at the Delta Hotel in Guelph, 50 Stone Road West. The event will be fol-
lowed with a pay-your-own-way dinner at a local restaurant.

Presenters will include:

David Jones, Hill and Knowlton Canada – David is a Vice President in the Digital 
Communications practice. He also authors the popular PR blog (prworks.ca) and co-
hosts the top  Canadian PR podcast, Inside PR.

Ira Basen, CBC – Since joining the CBC Radio in 1984, Ira has been involved in the 
production and development of numerous programs including Sunday Morning and
Quirks and Quarks. He has developed training programs for CBC 
journalists, including courses on user-generated content.

Andrew Campbell, Farms.com - As Interactive Media Editor at Farms.com, Andrew 
works to develop content for the new www.eHarvest.com  Campbell is also a board
member of the ECFWA.

ECFWA Update
By Kelly Daynard, ECFWA President

Young journalist program accepting applications

The International Federation of Agricultural Journalists is
teaming up with global animal health and nutrition
company Alltech Biotechnology (www.alltech.com) to

offer 10 travel scholarships to young journalists from around the
world.

The IFAJ-Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism
Awards recognize the leadership potential of young journalists in
IFAJ member countries. The awards support their participation at
I FAJ congresses by helping offset the young journalists’ t r a v e l
and registration costs. 

Competitors are nominated by their country’s farm-writing
guild. In 2008, CFWF nominee Sarah Sutton of Alberta was one
of the award winners.

The deadline for applications for the 2009 awards is March 1,
2009. For details, go to www.ifaj.org

The recipients will participate in the IFAJ congress in Dallas-
Fort Worth, Texas USA. 

This is the third year Alltech has participated in the awards. It
marks the first time the company has supported 10 young jour-
n a l i s t s .

“The IFAJ appreciates A l l t e c h ’s significant investment in the
future of agricultural journalism,” says Owen Roberts, IFA J ’s
general secretary in charge of professional development and edu-
c a t i o n . ” With A l l t e c h ’s support and guidance, our member coun-
tries are able to introduce young agricultural journalists to new
international experiences and help them grow as leaders in the
profession.” 

Other recipients of last year’s young journalist awards were
Heike Engels (Germany), Carey Brown (USA), Elizabeth
Sviatkivska (Ukraine), Juan Manuel Repetto (Argentina), Katie
Lomas (UK), Chris McCullough (Ireland), Bojan Kostandinovic
(Serbia), Egbert Jonkheer (Netherlands) and Jan Van Bavel
(Belgium). 
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Social media,
wikis, Twitter,

Flikr,
Del.icio.us, Facebook,
RSS, blogging – what

does it all  mean? Can the
Web really enhance how
you communicate with
your readers, listeners,

viewers, consumers, cus-
tomers and other stake-

holders.
ECFWA Annual Meeting

Save the date! The 2009 ECFWA annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 28 at
the Vineland Station office of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs. Stay tuned for more details about the planned agenda and speaker program.



Bonnie Baltessen left the Manitoba Co-operator in December to join her husband in
retirement, and to spend some time in their car, travelling the open roads of North
America. First planned stop was the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in
Cleveland. 

Bonnie’s vacancy was filled by Daniel Winters, who will cover western Manitoba,
working from home base on his farm in Oak Lake. Daniel was previously a reporter for
the Western Producer.

Maggie van Camp, who has been a regular freelance contributor to Country Guide, is
now on  staff as an associate editor, working from her farm in Blackstock, Ontario. She
takes over from Andrew Douglas, who joined McCormick Company last fall.

FBC continues to add features to its publications websites. The Co-operator,
Grainews, Alberta Farmer and Country sites now carry a daily grain market commen-
tary by Brian Wittal. With experience as a grain elevator manager, regional manager for
a large grain company and farm business representative for the wheat board, Brian has
the background to focus on local market conditions on the Prairies. He also has his own
market advisory service, and is mayor of Didsbury Alberta.

FBC news

New position for Myrna Stark Leader

The latest from “Deconstructing Dinner” at
Kootenay Co-op Radio 

Across the west . . . 

Myrna Stark Leader, CFWF national vice-president, was recently named senior media
strategist at Farm Credit Canada. Now in her seventh year at FCC, Myrna says the new
role enables her to focus more on media relations – something close to the heart of the
former agriculture reporter. She credits her involvement with the SFWF and the CFWF
for helping her to build the skills required to be the successful applicant – building rela-
tionships, enhancing her knowledge of agriculture and practicing her leadership ability. 

It seems like it’s been a long time in the making, but my audio recordings from the
2008 conference are now making their way onto some of our most recent broadcasts.
Below are the web addresses to those episodes for those of you interested in taking a listen.
January 22, 2009 - “Norway, British Columbia III (Farming Atlantic Salmon in the
Pacific)” - www.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/012209.htm (featuring recordings from the
aquaculture tours)
January 15, 2009 - “Norway, British Columbia II (Farming Atlantic Salmon in the
Pacific)” - www.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/011509.htm (featuring recordings from the
aquaculture tours)
January 8, 2009 - “Food System Retrospective and Outlook w/Brent Warner” -
www.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/010809.htm (featuring conference keynote speaker
Brent Warner)
December 11, 2008 - “Natural Pastures Cheese / Agritourism” - www.cjly.net/decon-
structingdinner/121108.htm (featuring recordings from Natural Pastures Cheese and
DKT Ranch)
You can expect a few more recordings from the conference on upcoming broadcasts.  
Stay tuned! 
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Even my Mother came to the party! 
Five years and counting for Qu’anglo

By Hugh Maynard
President, Qu’anglo Communications & Consulting and Secretary-Treasurer, CFWF

Starting a new enterprise takes a
lot of blood, sweat and tears to
give life to the ideas, dreams and

aspirations that form its creation, and ulti-
mately shape its future. Along that route,
there are days when you’re not sure things
are going to come out on the other side,
and others when you can sit back and say
“Wow – we did that!” 

Well, sitting back and reflecting on the
first five years of Qu’anglo
Communications & Consulting was more
of “Where did the time go?” than “Wow –
we did that!” The initial challenge to get
things going seems like eons ago, and now
that has transformed into ‘keeping things
going’ in the midst of an economic down-
turn that is confronting even the biggest
commercial entities in the world. Current
circumstances may seem daunting for an
enterprise of any scale but challenge, as
we have learned, is a constant state of
being for truly small businesses.

While challenge may be the nature of

the beast, the beauty is working for and
with a wonderful array of friends, col-
leagues, clients and communities. Being a
part of building initiatives and achieving
positive outcomes with others is a just
reward in itself. And CFWF has been a big
part of that beauty for Qu’anglo with the
o rg a n i z a t i o n ’s secretariat humming away
in our global world headquarters in south-
western Quebec, located in the middle of a
corn field and surrounded by maple sugar
shacks in every direction. The CFWF
awards program never had it so sweet!

So, it is with great appreciation that
Qu’anglo would like to thank all of those
who have had faith in the enterprise from
the beginning, and especially to CFWF’ers
who have shared a part of the journey
through awards, conferences, listserves
and survey monkeys. Without the support
and commitment of others, Qu’anglo
could not be the inspired entity it is today .
. . and for the years yet to come!

Even Hugh Maynard’s mother – Muriel – ventured out from Ottawa in the January cold
to help celebrate at Qu’anglo’s fifth anniversary party at (in true CFWF style) the St-
Ambroise Brewery in Montreal. As we like to say, “A good time was had by all!”
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The Wr i t e r s ’ Union of Canada (TWUC) is offering the Professional Development Workshop “From Desk to Bookstore:
Making the Leap to Writing as a Career” in Charlottetown, Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, Orillia, Winnipeg, Calgary,
Kelowna and Vancouver, in February and March 2009.

The workshop is designed to enhance the careers of book writers, whether unpublished, emerging or established. The workshop
answers important questions like who publishes books in Canada and how they do it? Where did all the bookstores go?  Can an editor
do that? What does the World Wide Web mean to the writer? How does anybody make a living at this? 

Most workshops of this calibre charge hundreds of dollars. TWUC is asking a modest $45.00 to cover costs, including lunch. For
more information please check out www.writersunion.ca/registration.pdf. 

Participants will receive workshop kits including handouts on publisher style sheets and submission guidelines, agents’ submission
guidelines, publisher and agent contacts, and income tax statements, as well as complimentary copies of the Union’s publications enti-
tled: Model Trade Book Contract, Help Yourself to a Better Contract, Author & Editor, Glossary of Publishing Terms, and Writers’
Guide to Grants.

Ready to take the next step? 

Writers’ Union extends workshop invitation 
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The IFAJ Executive Committee
met in Berlin during Green Week
2009 to continue building its

2015 strategic plan, which includes invest-
ing in an administrative professional and
new website. Most of the three days of
work focused on planning for future mem-
ber countries’ and ensuring current mem-
ber needs are being met. 

“These new demands require new solu-
tions in a voluntary, global org a n i z a t i o n , ”
says Mike Wilson, IFAJ president. “But we
continue to work diligently to meet these
demands, and to provide ongoing profes-
sional development to ensure we’re of
value to each and every member of the
organization.” 

One ongoing initiative in the 2015
strategic plan is the new IFAJ website
(www.ifaj.org). Over the past six months, a
new site was launched not only with a new
look but with information that allows IFAJ
members to stay in touch with one another
through news releases, organization infor-
mation and coming events. The new site
will eventually enable freelance IFAJ writ-
ers and photographers to market their serv-
ices directly to other IFAJ members. In
addition, a new IFAJ group has been estab-
lished on Facebook, the social networking
website. 

“The website will slowly grow to
become the main vehicle we use to service
and communicate to our members,” notes
Wilson. “With the modernized website and
a new webmaster in place, we are able to
communicate to members quickly and eas-
ily on an ongoing basis.” 

The meeting in Berlin was highlighted
by a professional development workshop
focusing on freedom of the press. Speakers
included David Dadge, Director,
International Press Institute; Elke Schäfter,
CEO, Reporters Without Borders in
Berlin; Karla Sponhar and Iurii Mykhailov,
Ukrainian agricultural journalist. Freedom
of the press continues to be a topic of great
interest to the IFAJ. 

Based on decisions made in Berlin, the
I FAJ will also develop an information
package that potential new member coun-
tries can request. The kit will contain a
copy of the IFAJ DVD as well as the new
brochure and other information that will
inform potential new members what the
IFAJ is all about, and how it can best serve
them. 

“All of these initiatives – the website,
an information package, and having an
executive secretary in place – are all meant
to help the IFAJ better communicate not
only within the organization, but to anyone
who wants to learn more about us,” says
Wilson. “We know we have a great organi-
zation that can provide innumerous bene-
fits to our membership. Therefore, we are
striving to ensure those benefits are com-
municated not only within the org a n i z a-
tion, but to those who are interested in
joining our organization. 

“These initiatives – and others we contin-
ue working on – speak directly to our org a n i-
z a t i o n ’s mission statement,” he adds. “That
is, to offer a platform for professional devel-
opment and international networking for
a g r i c u l t u r a l journalists and communicators.” 

IFAJ leaps forward with 2015 plan
By  Janet Kanters, AFWA

Janet Kanters is the Canadian guild representative on the IFAJ Executive Committee 

Cited in the Agricultural Communications Documentation Centre (ACDC) Jan. 29, 2009 newsletter.

Sharp eyes and ears for the world
Please let us know if you would like to consider being a volunteer staff associate in this Center. Perhaps you can provide 'eyes 

and ears' in search of information about agricultural journalism and agricultural communications - in your part of the world, or in your
special area of communications interest. Why can't a global 'virtual network' of dedicated ACDC associates cover more of this impor-
tant world of interest without a huge budget? Contact Jim Evans at evansj@illinois.edu.



Draft agenda available for Canada’s Congress
By Lilian Schaer, IFAJ 2011 Co-Chair

IFAJ 2011 draft congress agenda
September 14-18, 2011

Guelph and Niagara Region, Ontario, Canada

This five-day congress will start on Tuesday with delegates in Guelph for a day and 
half, followed by two days of regional tours across Ontario that will end with everyone
meeting in Niagara Falls on Friday evening followed by a final day of activities on
Saturday. 

Monday, September 13 (Guelph)
Delegates start arriving in Guelph – city of 100,000 one hour west of Toronto

Tuesday, September 14 (Guelph)
IFAJ executive meeting, committee meetings

Optional day trips from Guelph:
1. Outdoor Farm Show, Woodstock (major agricultural event - one hour by bus, west)
2. Toronto (cultural events – one hour by bus, east)

Dinner – informal options on your own (eg. Borealis, Woolwich Arms, Shakespeare 
Arms, Manhattan Pizza etc)

Wednesday, September 15 (Guelph)
Morning: IFAJ delegate meeting, including presentation of Star prize awards
Afternoon: Introduction to Canadian agriculture and issues
Evening: Welcome event

Thursday,  September 16 (tours)
Tours begin, departing from Guelph. Each tour has approximately 100 people with one 
overnight stay en-route to Niagara Falls.

The tours would run three directions from Guelph, all touring different areas of the
p rovince. They would each end up on different Great Lakes, which have a dramatic
effect on agriculture in the province of Ontario.

Tour 1: This tour runs east through Toronto to the Prince Edward County region. The 
county has become synonymous for Canadian food tourism, with restaurants run by
famous chefs who have driven the demand for local food and many family farms
involved in marketing directly to consumers. There also is a growing base of wineries,
theatre and cultural venues and small cheese plants, including a "green" goat cheese pro-
ducer. The night's accommodations will be in Belleville, a small city on Lake Ontario.

Tour 2: This tour moves southwest from Guelph, toward Chatham and Leamington, 
which includes the largest greenhouse industry in North America. Along the way there 

Plans for the IFAJ Agriculture Journalists congress that Canada is hosting in
2 0 11 s are still very preliminary at this time but our committees are hard at
work to fill in details and solidify arrangements. For the latest information,

including the draft agenda that follows,  for the International Federation of . Vi s i t
www.ifaj2011.com and click on the “attend” link for more information.
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will be stops near Woodstock or London for a dairy farm. There is a large assembly of
Dutch farmers south of Woodstock, including the barn with the most robotics and
automation of any barn in Canada. As the tour moves further southwest, there are fami-
ly-run identity preserved crop elevators and sugar beet production. The tour concludes in
the city of Leamington, on Lake Erie, and the greenhouses, including a family-run oper-
ation which is involved in niche marketing. 

Tour 3: This tour goes northwest from Guelph through Ontario's agricultural heart
land, Wellington, Perth and Huron counties. This region has become home to many farm
families from Europe, including the Netherlands, Switzerland and Germany. The visits
include a produce auction which has revitalized old-order Mennonite farms by giving
them markets for produce. There are also leading hog and dairy farms, along with one of
the largest edible bean processors in the world. There are also some farmer-owned dairy
and meat processing plants on the way, along with corn mazes that cater to the agri-
tourism audience. The tour would end on Lake Huron, in the town of Kincardine, which
also is a growing area for wind energy. 

Friday, September 17 (tours, Niagara Falls)
Tours continue and trek back towards Niagara Falls, arriving in the late afternoon.
Evening event for all delegates in Niagara Falls or in the nearby wine region.

Saturday, September 18 (Niagara Falls)
Morning: Professional development workshops
Afternoon: Free time to explore Niagara Falls
Finale: dinner event

Sunday, September 19 (Niagara Falls, Toronto)
Delegates depart Niagara Falls for home or post-congress tour(s)
For more information visit: www.ifaj2011.com

Congress Co-Chairs:
Owen Roberts, owen@uoguelph.ca 
Lilian Schaer, lilianschaer@rogers.com
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IFAJ 2009 (Fort Worth, Texas) 
July 31 to  August 4, 2009 

www.ifaj2009.com

IFAJ 2010 (Ostend, Belgium) 
April 17 to  21, 2010 
www.ifaj2010.com

IFAJ 2011 (Guelph and Niagara 
Falls, Canada) 

September
www.2011.org

An international team is working to provide a unique
20-year view of the ethical perspectives of agricultur -
al journalists in the United States and Canada. The
team, which includes (from left) Owen Robert s ,
University of Guelph; Jim Evans, University of
Illinois; Karen Simon, American Agricultural Editors
Association; and Stephen Banning, Bradley
University, recently met at the University of Illinois to
c runch data from a farm writers' survey conducted
last fall. Team members will be presenting their find -
ings this year at the International Federation of
Agricultural Journalists’ c o n g ress in Fort Wo rt h ,
Texas, and at the Canadian Farm Writers Federation
annual meeting in Edmonton. The surv e y, which
m e a s u res editors’ p e rception of outside influence on
editorial content, was the first-ever such survey of
Canadian agricultural journalists. In the U.S., it
marked the third time the survey had been done


